
October 2009 
HOMECOMING 2009 – A ROUSING SUCCESS! 

Alumni, family, and friends 
gathered on September 25 for 
a traditional Susquehannock 
homecoming, complete with 
hall decorations, the Warrior 
Marching Band, The 
Homecoming Court, and – of 
course – an exciting gridiron 
clash between SHS and the 
Northeastern Bobcats. It was a 
beautiful evening and 
everyone had a good time, 
despite a 32-21 Warriors loss.  
It was a heartbreaker for the 
young and rebuilding squad as 

well as their faithful fans, but the loss did not ruin the evening’s festive atmosphere.  

The Alumni Council was on hand to greet returning alums, as yearbooks and memorabilia were 
on display so alumni could peruse and reminisce. Most alumni reported that they appear now 
much as they did in their yearbook photos and still fit into the same clothes.  The Council 
provided free gifts and collectibles for registered graduates. A tour of the high school was 
conducted following the game along with a performance by the award winning Warrior Marching 
Band.  

  

Lindsey Alwine was named Homecoming Queen. Her court included Siona Dubbs, Ashley 
Chilcoat, Brittany Lee, Lexie Lippy, Mallory Bobak, Kate Sauter, Lindsay Sullivan, Mia Cooley, 
and Allie Waro.  

Members of the alumni council 
pictured (below) are: Rob Lloyd 
‘81, Cari (Clocker) Heyne ‘82, 
Wayne McCullough ‘76, Sue 
(Bortner) Barnhart ‘85, Jeff Joy 
‘83, and Todd Stiffler ‘85.  
Other council members (not 
pictured) are Barb (Bortner) 
Krebs ’59, Roberta (Grove) 
Thoman ’65, Glenn Geiple ’72, 
and Barbara (Benson) Edsall 
’54.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Homecoming Photos 

  



  

Alumni Pride – Roberta (Grove) Thoman ‘65 
“A good teacher sets out to be good teacher, not a popular one,” says Roberta (Grove) Thoman 
’65, reflecting on how she approached her career.  To the thousands of alumni privileged to 
have been in one of her English classes, she earned the rare distinction of being both. 

Roberta graduated from Susquehannock in 1965, and her record of achievement was a preview 
of how she would live her life – with hard work, a commitment to excellence, and a keen sense 
of what was important.  

She was a consistent honor roll student, National Merit Scholarship finalist, and class 
valedictorian. Roberta also excelled outside the classroom, earning district and regional chorus 
distinction. She also played volleyball, lettering in 11th and 12th grade, winning the first-ever York 
County championship, the beginning of a long tradition of excellence in that sport for the “Red 
and White.” On stage, Roberta was active in school plays, even remembering her role in Elwood 
Ruth’s production of Pillow Talk.  And to fill up her remaining spare time, she was yearbook 
editor.  

Upon graduation, Roberta attended The College of William and Mary in Williamsburg, Va., to 
study English, taking teaching credits in addition. “The Tribe” had no volleyball team, so she 
addressed her love of sports by playing varsity field hockey and lacrosse. She was elected to 
the Mortar Board (a national academic honor society), and was a resident advisor.  

After graduating with academic honors in 1969, Roberta returned to Glen Rock and became 
Mrs. Thoman, marrying her high school sweetheart, Terry, an SHS alumnus who graduated 
from Gettysburg that same year.  She also returned to Susquehannock High School, this time to 
teach English, immediately becoming involved in student life as yearbook advisor, assistant 
volleyball coach, and later as head field hockey coach.  

After four years, she took a maternity leave – an extended leave of 10 years – to raise her 
children, Ann and Matt.   But teaching was in her blood, and she returned to the classroom in 
1983, resuming her active leadership role, this time as set designer for the all-school plays and 
faculty advisor for the National Honor Society and the yearbook.  She retired from 
Susquehannock in June 2009.  

In the community, Roberta was active on the Glen Rock Library Board and with her church 
choir, Sunday school (as teacher), and administrative board. In retirement, she has started a 
book club, works occasionally in York’s Historic Central Market, walks on the Rail Trail, and is 
active on the SHS Alumni Council and Southern York County School District Foundation Board 
of Directors.   

Her favorite retirement benefit is the time she has to visit her children and grandchildren. Ann 
(’92), like her mother graduated from William and Mary and is raising her children (four and 
eight) in Fairfax, Va. Matt (’95), another William and Mary alum, is a financial consultant in 
Washington D.C.  

For Roberta, Susquehannock has been a constant, having experienced it from every possible 
vantage point, as a student, a teacher, a parent, and an active alumnus. “I feel privileged to 
have been associated with the school in all phases of my life,” she said. I am proud of and 
honored by my association. I walked into the building each day with the expectation that 
something good was going to happen. And it usually did.” 

Thanks to Roberta (Grove) Thoman ’65 for making us “Warrior Proud.” 



Susquehannock Family Suffers Losses 
 

In last month’s Alumni Pride Edition, tribute was paid to Gerry 
Miller, retired Southern Middle School principal, the school’s 
first and longest tenured. (See Alumni Pride, September 2009) 
He presided over its growing pains, as the district transitioned 
from a rural to a suburban school district through the 1970’s 
and 1980’s, and was well known and respected by students of 
that era. Gerry passed on June 24. 

In Memoriam 
Gerry Miller 

Peggy Kingman 
Jim McKinney 

Bud Beaverson 

Peggy Kingman, former attendance clerk at Susquehannock 
and Southern Middle School died on July 14, following an extended period of multiple illnesses, 
during which she continued working most of the time. She is fondly remembered by staff and 
students for her pleasant and helpful disposition, never complaining about her health 
challenges. Most people around her did not know of her struggles. She asked that gifts, in lieu 
of flowers, be made to the Southern York County School District Welfare Fund, c/o Southern 
York County School District Foundation. 

Jim McKinney, colorful and memorable Middle School science teacher, died on August 19 
following a battle with cancer. Jim graduated from Upper Moreland High School, received his 
bachelor’s degree from Millersville University and his master’s from Penn State. At SMS, he 
taught science, math, computers, coached 7th and 8th grade football, and supervised the Chess 
Club. He recently retired after 30 years of teaching. Friends and family have established the Jim 
McKinney Scholarship Fund in his memory. Contributions can be made to the Southern York 
County School District Foundation. 

And most recently, on September 29, the school district lost former Superintendent of Buildings 
and Grounds, Elwood “Bud” Beaverson. Bud was a fixture in the Southern York County 
community before, during, and after his career at Southern. He was known for his untiring work 
ethic, budget stewardship, and pride in the school’s physical plant. 

 

Susquehannock High School Receives Award for Programs 
Susquehannock High School was recently selected as a 2009 National Schools of Character 
Promising Practices Award Winner for its Link Crew 9th Grade Transition Program and by 
replacing its In-School Suspension Program with Community Service.  
 
Administrators and teachers will present these programs at the Character Education Partnership 
(CEP) National Forum on Character Education this October, in Washington, D.C. 
 
The National Schools of Character Awards Program identifies, honors, and showcases schools 
and districts in character education and facilitates their leadership in mentoring others. The 
national program provides a variety of models of comprehensive and quality character 
education to represent the nation’s diverse educational systems.  
 
The freshman transition program began its third year at Susquehannock High School for 2009-
10 and is based on the Boomerang Project, where juniors and seniors are trained to mentor 
freshmen, beginning with the first day of school and throughout the school year. 
 
Since implementing the program, the school district has received various awards and interest 
from other school districts, the Pennsylvania School Boards Association (PSBA), and the United 
Way. During 2008-09, Shippensburg University selected Link Crew as an “Exemplary Program.” 
In addition, the Pennsylvania House of Representatives also recognized the high school with a 
Golden Apple Award for Education. 

  



 
New Commemorative Tree Program Announced 

Proceeds from the 
commemorative tree 

program will be 
applied to the Alumni 
Field House Project.

Are you or your group looking for the perfect way to honor a loved 
one, classmate, or former teacher? Consider the Alumni Association’s 
campus tree sponsorship program.  

Click here for a link to the campus tree sponsorship program.  

For a payment of $200, you can sponsor a campus tree and/or garden 
with an attractive plaque to be mounted in the ground at the base of 
the tree and/or garden. There are hundreds of locations and varieties from which to choose, 
each of which can be accessed from the website link noted. Locations are available on the main 
campus, Friendship, and Shrewsbury. 

The Web site link also 
shows the many trees that 
were dedicated in the first 
version of the program, 
which operated for a brief 
period in the 1980s. The 
program was suspended 
during a ten-year 
construction period, but 
has been recently revived 
by the Alumni Association 
in cooperation with the 
school district. For 
questions or specific 
arrangements, contact 
Debra Baker Koller at 
717-235-4811, Extension 
7278. 

Red Oak tree in front of Susquehannock High School donated by the 
Class of 1924 (Glen Rock High School). 

 

“GoodSearch” Partnership Benefits Scholarship Program 
 

The Southern York County School District Foundation has partnered 
with goodsearch.com in a fund raising venture –painless to all users – 
benefiting the scholarship program. By using “Goodsearch” as your 
search engine (rather than Yahoo, Google, or Bing, etc.) funds are 
deposited to the current class scholarship fund by Goodsearch based 
on the volume of searches.  

 

 
And if you use that site’s shopping mart, the contribution is even greater.  There are several 
ways to find out additional information about this giving opportunity that benefits your future 
alumni association members (SHS graduating classes). Click here to access instructions. You 
may also access the GoodSearch engine by accessing the school district home page and then 
clicking on the “GoodSearch” icon at the bottom of the page.  Or you can go directly to 
“GoodSearch” by keying http://www.goodsearch.com/ and selecting Southern York County 
School District Foundation as your charity.  

  

http://www.syc.k12.pa.us/syc_foundation.cfm?subpage=733398
http://www.syc.k12.pa.us/syc_foundation.cfm?subpage=59562
http://www.syc.k12.pa.us/
http://www.goodsearch.com/


Scholarship Giving Opportunities for Alumni Scholarship Giving Opportunities for Alumni 
  

Name           __  ___ Name           __  ___  
 
Address              
 
City           State      Zip     
 
Contribution Amount:  $   
 

Contribution Allocation Amount 
General Scholarship Fund $ 
Eric Gonzales Scholarship $ 
Thomas Kerrigan Scholarship $ 
Loretta Rappoldt Scholarship $ 
Karl Steger Scholarship $ 
Kathy Yeater Scholarship $ 
Peggy Kingman (Welfare Fund) $ 
Jim McKinney Scholarship $ 
Ron Leese Scholarship $ 
Glen Rock High School Scholarship $ 
Other (Specify _____________) $ 

Mail to: 
SYCSD Foundation 

P.O. Box 128 
Glen Rock, PA 17327-0128 

You will receive an 
acknowledgement of your gift 

for tax purposes. 

  
 Total Contribution  
 

 

“Alumni Pride” and More on Warrior TV Webcast 

  

 
Warrior Television productions featuring 
outstanding alumni are now Web cast via 
the School District Web site.  Available 
productions are: 

For more school webcast info, click here:
http://www.syc.k12.pa.us/channel_99.cfmc.k12.pa.us/channel_99.cfm

Dan Goebler ‘95 Jeff & Joy (Keller) Brown ‘74 Glenn Geiple ‘72 
Todd Stiffler ’85  Jeff Joy ‘83 Daniel Jesse Mays ‘43 
Dave Seitz ‘53 Bob Williams ‘52 Kevin Krebs ‘94 
Mark Rill ‘99 Lisa Myers ‘89 Jeff Garner ‘95 
Wade Bowers ‘98 Darryl Engler ‘65 Jack Hedrick ‘55 
Daryl McCullough ‘82 Kevin Angle ‘97 Bobbie (Clark) Lamond ‘88 
Russ Kramer ‘83 Joshua Chronister ‘ 94 Bruce Bauman ‘ 67 
Jeff Molinsky ’97  Paul Rego, 97 NEW Doug Walters ’03   

Ronnie (’85) and Rob (’89) McCoury NEW 
 

 
Out of the Area? 

 
See girls volleyball and football games live at:   http://www.gametimepa.com/ 

http://www.gametimepa.com/
http://www.syc.k12.pa.us/channel_99.cfm


 
 
 
 

  

The alumni registration tool 
now accepts Glen Rock 

High School Alumni: Stacey 
(Smith) Elliott and Terry 
Tombesi have registered 

from GRHS 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Registered Alumni Growth Continues  

Special welcome to our newest registered alumni, members of 
the Class of 2009: Pass along the registration link and the 
alumni newsletter to someone you know and help the 
association grow: http://www.syc.k12.pa.us/alumni_add.cfm 

 

Class of:  # Registered  Class of:  # Registered Class of:  # Registered 
2009 12 1989  26 1970  11 
2008 17 1988  25  1969  24 
2007  7  1987  56 1968  10  
2006  19  1986  28  1967  18  
2005  42 1985  34  1966  3  
2004  12 1984  14  1965  6 
2003  20 1983  32  1964  2 
2002  17  1982  31 1963  13 
2001  27 1981  5 1962  5  
2000  40 1980  5 1961  9 
1999  40 1979  19  1960  8 
1998  40  1978  12 1959  2  
1997  44 1977  14  1958  10  
1996  20 1976  17  1957  16  
1995  36  1975  16  1956  4  
1994  28  1974  10 1955  13  
1993  30  1973  9 1954  7 
1992  27  1972  19  1953  11  
1991  39  1971  14 1952  4  
1990  17    GRHS 2 

REUNION NEWS 
Class of 1954 56th Reunion June 22, 2010 

Reunion celebration and class meeting will be held at the Shady Maple Smorgasboard in Blue 
Ball. Contact Harry (Jim) Koller at: 

hjkollersr@verizon.net 
717-838-5972 

25th Reunion Class of 1984 November 28, 2009 
Reunion will be held at the Viking Athletic Association in York. Contact Grace Myers at: 

grace.myers@sycsd.org 
717-235-4811 

Class of 1990 20th Reunion TBA 
The class reunion is organizing under the leadership of Debra Rivera. All class members are 

urged to contact Debra at: 
dsb192@psu.edu 

For additional information about these reunions, or to post information about your 
reunion, access the SHS alumni website:  

http://www.syc.k12.pa.us/alumni_reunions.cfm 

http://www.syc.k12.pa.us/alumni_add.cfm
mailto:hjkollersr@verizon.net
mailto:grace.myers@sycsd.org
http://www.syc.k12.pa.us/alumni_reunions.cfm


Marusko Receives 'Outstanding Teacher Award' 

  

For the past 11 years, a teacher at 
the Southern York County School 
District has been selected as an 
Outstanding Teacher by Shipp-
ensburg University. Alternative 
education teacher Michelle Marusko 
is the district’s most recent recipient.  

Marusko has served as an alternative 
education teacher and the program 
coordinator at Susquehannock High 
School since 2006. She was recently 
selected for the 2009-2010 
“Outstanding Teacher Award,” 
sponsored by the university’s Study 
Council. She was honored at a 
luncheon at Shippensburg University 
October 14. In addition, Marusko has 
also been named a Shippensburg 

“Guest Lecturer,” a recognition with which she will teach at least one class to university 
students during this school year.” I am honored to be receiving this award,” Marusko said. “I am 
also very grateful for all of the opportunities I have had to work in the Southern York County 
School District and be a part of the Southern Way.” 

Marusko, whose teaching background includes general and special education classes, started 
teaching special education classes at Susquehannock in 2000. She also served as an advisor 
for class and student councils, and has coordinated the summer school programs for the last 
two summers. Besides serving as the primary evening teacher for alternative education, 
Marusko also coordinates all of the staff that works with the students in the program. This 
includes on-line and directed instruction. She tracks the students’ paperwork and their progress 
so they may meet the program requirements. In addition, she serves as a team member of the 
Student Assistance Program (SAP) as well. 

 

SAT Scores for 2009 Increase, Surpass State and National Results 
Average Scholastic Aptitude Test (S.A.T.) scores for the Southern York County School District 
increased by 46 points during the 2008-2009 school year. For Susquehannock High School’s 
Class of 2009, the average total S.A.T score was 1586, as compared to 1540 in 2008 and 1535 
in 2007. Results for 2009, also show an increase from the S.A.T. state college bound senior 
average of 1477 and the national college bound senior average of 1509.  
 
Southern’s average test results increased in all areas from 2008 to 2009 – nine points in Critical 
Reading, 19 points in Math, and 18 points in Writing. Students scored an average of 523 in 
Critical Reading, 540 in Math, and 523 in Writing. For the Class of 2009, 184 out of 249 
students took the S.A.T’s, which represents 74% of the class, as compared to a 71% state 
average and 46% national average of students who took the test. The S.A.T. results included 
seniors who tested only as juniors, as well as seniors who tested more than once. In addition, 
65 more District students participated in the Advanced Placement tests for 2009 from that of 
2008.  
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